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Administrative Instructions). 
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Box No. I Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this report is based on the international application in the language in which it was filed, unless 
otherwise indicated under this item. 

I I This report is based on translations from the original language into the following language 

which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of: 

I I international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)) 

I I publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 

I I international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 55.3) 



2, With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 
furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report) : 

[ I The international ^plication as originally filed/fiirnished 
the description: 

pages 1-43 , as originally filed/fiimished 

pages* 

pages* 



□ 



□ 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 

pages* 



1-16 



, as originally filed/furnished 

, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

received by this Authority on 05 March 2004 (05.03.2004) 

received by this Authority on 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 



, as originally filed/furnished 



received by this Authority on 
received by this Authority on 



I I a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 

3. amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



I I the drawings, sheets/figs 

I I the sequence listing (specify): 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box 
(Rule 70.2(c)). 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 

I I the drawings, sheets/figs 



I I the sequence listing ('ipec/;^^: 

I I any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): , 



* If item 4 applies^ some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded. " 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty. Inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (lA) 



Claims 




1-16 






YES 


Claims 










NO 


Claims 
Claims 


2, 3, 


5-7, 10, 11, 


13, 


14, 15 


YES 




4, 8, 9, 


12, 


16 


NO 


Claims 




1-16 






YES 



Claims 



NO 



Citations and explanations 

1 Reference is made to the following documents* : 

Dl: US -A- 4 491 417 (HOLD PETER ET AL) 1 January 

1985 (1985-01-01) 
D2*: WO 98 13412 A (BASF AG; BUS KLAUS (DE) ; MAILAHN 

ELMAR (DE) ; GRABOWSKI SVEN (DE) ; ) 2 April 1998 

(1998-04-02) 

D3: PATENT ABSTRACTS OF JAPAN, Vol. 0 09, No. 23 8, 
(M-416) , 25 September 1985 (1985-09-25) & 

JP 60 092824 A (TOSHIBA KIKAI KK) , 24 May 1985 
(1985-05-24) Sc DATABASE WPI Week 198527 Derwent 

Publications Ltd., London, GB; AN 1985-162455 & 

JP 60 092824 A 
D4: US 4578455 A 
D5: GB 668394 A 
D6: CH 512979 A 
D7: US 3371379 A 

* Document D2 is mentioned only by way of 
information. 



1 2 Inventive step 

The present application does not meet the 
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requirements of PCT Article 33 (1) because the 
subject matter of claims 1 and 16 does not involve 
an inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)) . 



2.1 Document D4 (the references between parentheses 

refer to that document) , which is regarded as the 
closest prior art, discloses a device that is 
suitable for extruding thermoplasts, said device 
comprising at least one dosing section, a 
plasti£ying section (claim 1) , a degassing aperture, 
in the form of a cavity or a hole (column 3, 
lines 47 to 53) in the extruder housing, and a 
discharge zone, a porous screen being secured in at 
least one degassing aperture (column 4, lines 9 
to 17) , from which the subject matter of claim 1 
differs in that the screen is not porous, but is a 
woven metal wire cloth composite plate, a finely 
perforated plate or a slotted screen. 

The technical effect of the above feature is based 
on the fact that the three types of screens are 
easier to produce than porous screens; see page 2, 
lines 36 and 37 and page 2 lines 36 to 40 of the 
description. 

The present invention can therefore be considered to 
address the problem of simplifying the design of the 
screen. 



It is a matter of common practice in the art to use 
the three types of screens (see document Dl, figure 
2; document D5, page 3, line 101 to page 4, line 10; 
document D6, column 1, lines 16 to 19; document D7, 
column 3, lines 10 to 26) . The inclusion of these 
features in the device described in document D4 
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would be an obvious, routine design measure to a 
person skilled in the art for solving the problem of 
interest . 



2-2 The same argument applies to claim 16. 

2.3 Dependent claims 4, 8, 9 and 12 do not appear to 
contain any additional features which, in 
combination with the features of any claim to which 
claims 4, 8, 9 and 12 refer back, meet the PCT 
requirements for inventive step. The reasons are as 
follows : 



The features of claims 4, 8, 9 and 12 are already 
known from document D4 (see document D4, figures 1 
and 2) . 



3 Additional observations 

3.1 The term "'finely perforated plate" without any 
indication as to the size of the holes is 
interpreted by the examiner as '"perforated plate". 

3.2 The combinations of features contained in dependent 
claims 2, 3, 5 to 7, 10, 11, 13, 14 and 15 are not 
disclosed by the available prior art . 

3.3 The description does not cite documents Dl, D3, D4 
and D5 or outline the relevant prior art contained 
therein (PCT Rule 5.1(a) (i) to (vi) ) . 
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